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THE 

CHASE
a short film based on a true story



A brazen theft leads a newly married couple on a wild chase across the streets of Los Angeles and into 
a complex intersection of race, justice, and self discovery.

LOGLINE

SYNOPSIS
The Chase is an authentic LA tragicomedy that challenges the audience to tell right from wrong, hero from villain. As it 
sprints across back alleyways and busy streets, this short film explores white privilege, socioeconomic conflict, and of course, 
spousal dedication. 

In a big city like Los Angeles, the melting pot bubbles furiously. This story reveals a few of the key social and cultural 
ingredients through a narrative that only diverges slightly from the real-life events that occurred on that fateful night.





from writer/producer/star NICK JANDL: 

This is one of those true stories that doesn’t need much 
embellishment. One moment you're enjoying a drink with 
friends, another you're sprinting down a seedy alleyway in 
flip flops, chasing...well, what exactly were we chasing?  

One  fateful night a few years ago on Melrose Avenue in 
Los Angeles,  my wife was the victim of a grab-and-run 
theft. Without missing a beat, she instantly gave chase, 
followed by yours truly, and together we hurtled 
into an unpredictable series of moral quandaries, physical 
demands, and no small amount of absurdity. 

As an interracial couple chasing a black man, we found 
ourselves confronting cultural  and personal dynamics we 
hadn’t faced together before. When so many of our 
personal choices can be defined by our race, this journey 
flipped the traditional script in more ways than one. Once 
we gave chase, the world we knew seemed to drop away, 
and the surreality grew with each twist and turn. 

To bring this story to life is has been an absolute joy, and I 
am filled with gratitude for the multitude of people who 
were a part of this artistic creation.

B E H I N D  T H E  S T O R Y
from director MIKE DOYLE: 

I'm a city kid. I've spent most of my adult life in New York 
and Los Angeles, with a brief residency on an island off the 
coast of Maine. Nearly lost my mind with the quiet and 
isolation. I love people. I love crowds. I love a chance 
encounter. My first short, SHINER, tells the story of a random 
encounter between an abused teen from the projects and a 
septuagenarian hoarder who meet beneath the Brooklyn 
Bridge and end up changing each other's lives without 
uttering a word. Cities offer this endless possibility of 
discovery. Discovery of others and discovery of one's self. 

THE CHASE distills this idea to its essence. What starts as a 
random encounter of desperation turns into a journey of two 
men who learn things about themselves they never knew. I 
always saw THE CHASE as a road movie, a road movie on 
foot. Two men from completely different socio-economic 
strata venture forth on this odyssey of sorts; they end up 
being changed by one another in ways they both could 
never have imagined two hours before all this went down. 
And just when they think they've understood what it all 
meant, another chance encounter upends the newly found 
peace, and they venture forth once more. But this time, 
united.





MIKE DOYLE 
director 

Mike  recently directed SELL BY, a feature length romantic 
comedy he wrote and produced that stars Kate Walsh 
(Grey's Anatomy). His directorial debut SHINER premiered 
at the Tribeca Film Festival where it was a finalist for Best 
Narrative Short. As an  actor, Mike has appeared  in such 
films as JERSEY BOYS, THE INVITATION, and the TV series 
LAW & ORDER: SVU and has used this on set experience 
to  shadow established TV directors on shows such  as 
GIRLS, SMASH, BROTHERS AND SISTERS, and IN 
TREATMENT to name a few.

ANTHONY MUZZATTI 
editor 

Anthony attended NYU's Tisch School of the Arts, earning 
a bachelor's degree in Film and TV Production. He has 
edited for ABC, Cinemax, HBO, Hulu, Showtime, and 
SundanceTV. His latest feature WE ONLY KNOW SO 
MUCH premiered at the Nantucket Film Festival and was 
acquired by Lionsgate for distribution, and is currently 
working on the adaptation of Philip Roth's THE PLOT 
AGAINST AMERICA for HBO. He lives in Brooklyn with his 
wife and newborn son.

PIERLUIGI MALAVASI 
director of photography 

Pierluigi Malavasi is an Emmy nominated and award 
winning director of photography. He has helmed the 
camera department on more than 20 feature films and 10 
television shows for networks such as the History Channel 
and Discovery Channel, and numerous music videos. 
Malavasi's recent work includes GHOST HOUSE (Netflix), 
ESCAPE ROOM and DR. BIRD’S ADVICE FOR SAD 
POETS.

NICK JANDL 
writer/producer/actor 

Nick is best know for his recurring role on the show 
NASHVILLE and has appeared on multiple TV shows 
including CHICAGO FIRE, CODE BLACK, LUCIFER, NCIS, 
and many more. He has carried lead roles in several 
independent features and opposite Jamie Lee Curtis in the 
CBS pilot ONLY HUMAN. As a writer/producer, Nick has 
written both comedy and drama pilots and is currently 
developing a drama series for television. 

Nick met director Mike Doyle on the set of Warner Bros' 
superhero movie GREEN LANTERN, in which they both 
played brothers to star Ryan Reynolds.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt8739582


CAST BIOS
BRANDON FOBBS KEVIN DANIELS

CHALEY ROSE

KEN KIRBY

ANDREW LEES

SHARAE NIKAI

Brandon recurred on HBO’s 
critically-acclaimed series 
The Wire, and can also be 
seen on The Walking Dead, 
Bones, The Mentalist, NCIS: 
New Orleans, and many 
more.

Sharae appeared on  Grey's 
Anatomy and has performed 
in multiple roles for The Late 
La te Show w i t h James 
Corden.

Chaley recurred for several 
seasons on  ABC's  Nashville.  
She also played a recurring 
role on Code Black from 
CBS, and has appeared in 
s h o w s s u c h a s A n g e r 
Management ,  St i t chers 
and Filthy Preppy Teens.

Kevin played the series 
regular role of Hank on both 
seasons of USA’s Sirens. He 
had a nine-episode recur on 
Modern Family, recurred in 
NBC’s Trial & Error, and can 
currently be seen on Netflix, 
where he recurs as Coach 
Bragg in Atypical.

Ken currently stars in Good 
Trouble on Freeform, and has 
appeared in  shows such 
as  Super natura l ,  Drunk 
H i s t o r y , a n d t h e h i t 
webseries  The Gay and 
Wondrous Life of Caleb 
Gallo.

Andrew played Lucien Castle 
in the CW’s The Originals and 
also appeared in TBS’ Your 
Family or Mine, and HBO’s 
The Pacific. He can also be 
seen in Mortal Engines from 
Peter Jackson and Universal 
Pictures.



Country: USA 
Total Run Time: 10 min 50 sec 
Aspect Ratio: 2.39:1 
Shot on: ARRI Alexa XT, 23.98fps  
Language: English 
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